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A study of the different editions of
Saddharmapundarika Sttra
in Dunhuang Manuscripts

Oh, Ji—yeon
Researcher of Tripitaka Koreana Institute

This study is investigating several matters of the dif—
ferent editions of Saddharmapundarika Stutra, traslated by
Kumarajiva in Dunhuang Manuscripts.

First, I have founded at least 4 editions of the
Saddharmapundarika Sutra that do not correspond with Trip—
itaka—Koeana(TK) from the Stein collections. They are the
manuscripts of 10 volumes 27 chapters(A), 8 volumes 28
chapters(B), 7 volumes 28 chapters different form TK in di—
viding volumes(C) and the other one(D).

Second, it is the 7th volume including “the chapter of
Guanyin#z£)" that was written in the highest frequency. In
order of the writing frequency, “the chapter of Guanyin” was
the first and “the chapter of metaphors(&#m#)” was the sec—
ond. From this point, the faith in Guanyin was very popular,
and the various metaphors in the Lotus—sutra was the best

method in the propagation of teaching of the sutra in Dun—

200 «» BAEAT A%

huang at that time.

Third, I have compared the 29th chapter with the 30th
chapter that are kinds of apocrypha(@&) and added to the
Saddharmapundartka Sutra in the early 7th centry. “The chap—
ter of measures of the whole world(Egx#m)", the 29th chap—
ter of the Lotus—Sutra completes the formality as a Buddhist
sutra, but the content is quite inclined to the Taoism. On the
otherhand, “the chapter of Ma—myung Bodhisattva(E#HEES)”,
the 30th chapter of the Sutra has very incomplete form, but
contains the substance coinciding with Buddhist teaching.

As a result, it becomes possible to guess a little sign of
popular versions of the Saddharmapupdarika Sutra and reli—
gious life on the Lotus—sutra around Dunhuang from 5th to

13th centry.

Key Word

Dunhuang Manuscripts, Sadadharmapungarika Sutra, the different editions,
“The chapter of measures of the whole world(EE&XH#1&4)”,
“The chapter of Ma—myung Bodhisattva(ERIERESR)”
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