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The Theories of Dependent Origination
and the Middle Way in the Madhyamaka
and Sanlun Schools
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Scholars of the Madhyamaka school such as Pingala 5 H and
Candrakirti A% define the middle way H'78 as neither existing
nor non-existing JEFIEHE, while those in the Sanlun school such
as Jizang Tk define the middle way as neither empty nor existing
JEZ=JEA. Therefore, 1 raise the question of why the two schools
define the middle way in different terms. To answer this question,
I conduct comparative considerations on the three theories of
dependent origination ##E3H, the middle way #7557, and two
truths —&%:R between the two schools. To sum up the answers,
they are as follows.

The common features in the three theories of the two schools
are found in that they use the theory of dependent origination as a
logical and practical tool for illuminating the truth of the middle
way and helping the achievement of Nirvana, and in that they

both claim the middle way is undiscriminable #&F/5 and neither

speakable nor thinkable S =E4E, upon a background of absolute
non-attachment. From such common features, it is clear that
the three theories of the two schools agree at a basic level even
though they are different in their terms of expression. I believe it is
likely that this difference of expression arose from differences of
ideological circumstance.

The differences in the three theories of the two schools are found
in that although Madhyamaka scholars say that the highest truth
f755 is beyond language and knowledge, Sanlun scholars say
the two truths are interdependent fEZ {f%, and so they are mere
the assumed names {4 and the teachings S%{. Another is found
in that while the Madhyamaka school states that dependently
originated things are neither same nor different ~—R2£, the
Sanlun school says that they are non-dual “~—. and identical FEE.

Jizang makes a contradictory claim that although the two truths
are interdependent, and so they are mere the assumed names and
the teachings, nevertheless the highest truth or middle way is
undiscriminable and neither speakable nor thinkable. Because the
undiscriminable and the neither speakable nor thinkable cannot
be interdependent, so it cannot be the assumed name or the
teaching. Yet, this contradiction can be explained in the following
manner. It is to think that Jizang regarded all of the various highest
truths and middle ways which other schools assert, are mere the

assumed names and the teachings, and so they are interdependent,



but the highest truth or middle way of the Sanlun school is the

undiscriminable and the neither speakable nor thinkable. ?j 7‘| 9/]_ ;g__ }\ED:' 1 11] 51 O:] \:q] Z(;l-Oﬂ q] -:‘l_
I believe that Jizang’s idea that dependently originated things _
EJEl AR S] ofs)”
are identical created a strong impression on Chinese Buddhism

afterwards, but this remains a further area for investigation.

Keywords

Madhyamaka, Sanlun school, neither existing nor non—existing,
neither empty nor existing, the theory of the middle way,
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