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Abstract

The Arising of the Concept of Tathagatagarbha and its
Ideological Structure in the Context of Indian Buddhism

Chung, Hoyoung
Professor, Dept. of Philosophy
Chungbuk National University

Even though the thought of Buddha-nature or Tathagatagarbha has the
peculiarity in the stream of Buddhism, it was not considered as an independent
school especially in the history of Indian Buddhism. It may be because the
characteristic of ‘Buddha/Tathagata’ or the discussion on ‘the ground or the cause
to become Buddha/Tathagata’ is universal to be shared with all Buddhist schools.

This essay does not aim to cover all the area of Tathagatagarbha thought. It will
only examine the situation when the concept of Tathagatagarbha was arising and
how it was established in the early stage. In Chapter I, the origin of the concept of
Tathagatagarbha or Buddhadhatu is discussed, and we can find here that these
concepts were established on the ground of the identity between Buddha and the
sentient beings. However, Tathagatagarbha thought does not disregard the existential
situation of the sentient beings who are living in the world of samsara. In other words,
it does not retreat from the problem of conflict which should be resulted from the
heterogeneity between Buddha and the sentient beings. Chapter II discusses such a system
of thought which contains at the same time two contradictory polarities. Meanwhile,
the existence of the klesas lead inevitably to the discussion on how to sublate those
klesas. To clarify this problem, C hapter III pays attention to the idea of time which
was suggested in the early Tathagatagarbha thought texts and to the concept of gotra
which was introduced in the second stage of Tathagatagarbha thought.
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