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Abstract

"Ba’-ra-ba’s Interpretation of the Buddha-Nature:
Reflections on the Buddha-Nature from a Dependent
Origination Perspective

KM, Taewoo
Ph.D. Candidate
Department of Indian and Tibetan Studies, Universitit Hamburg

This paper explores the 14th-century Tibetan bKa’-brgyud scholar ’Ba’-ra-ba
rGyal-mtshan-dpal-bzang’s (1310-1391) interpretation of Buddha-nature. Buddha-
nature doctrine initially emerged as a potent support for spiritual cultivation in
India, and it was then later refined and systematized through the Ratnagotravibhaga.
Despite not attaining a leading position as an independent school of thought, unlike
the Madhyamaka and Yogacara schools, Buddha-nature doctrine significantly
developed in Tibet in philosophical and theoretical terms, ironically within the
prevailing dominance of the Madhyamaka thought. *Ba’-ra-ba sought to provide an
alternative perspective on dependent origination by interpreting Buddha-nature, the
unconditioned true reality (dharmata), named the “all ground” (kun gzhi), as the
substratum in which all phenomena manifest. ’Ba’-ra-ba’s interpretation could
intuitively be understood as a description of dependent origination, because the way
phenomena arise and cease is essentially referred to as dependent origination despite
the existence of various perspectives on dependent origination among schools of
thought. However, he relegates dependent origination, according to which phenomena
arise from causes and conditions postulated as entities, to a conventional presentation
of dependent origination, and creates an interpretive framework to embody the
theme of the non-arising of phenomena that characterized the dependent origination

concept of the Madhyamaka ever since the Mizlamadhyamakakarika. Crucial to this
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process is challenging the basic Buddhist premise that the unconditioned is not
involved in the production of anything in order to explain how conditioned
phenomena emerge in the unconditioned Buddha-nature. In light of these points,
this paper commences by addressing the implications and purposes of ’Ba’-ra-ba’s
interpretation of the Buddha-nature as the unconditioned true reality. With these
hermeneutical premises in mind, I explain the core conclusion—the indivisibility of
the two truths/realities—and conclude by discussing the ultimate presentation of the

dependent origination based on Buddha-nature.

Keywords

’Ba’-ra-ba rGyal-mtshan-dpal-bzang (1310-1391), Buddha-nature, all ground (kun gzhi),
non-momentariness, indivisibility of two truths/realities, ultimate dependent origination,
Milamadhyamakakarika 24.18

20233 108 25 B
20233 128 042 AMAtRtZ
20233 128 05 A=Y

122 "Ewsids; MrE



