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Abstract

The Characteristics and Significance of Ven. Ilta’s Teaching
of Prayer in the Discourse about Petitionary Prayers in
Korean Buddhism

JIN, Ji-Young (Ven. Ja-sung)
Ph.D. Candidate
Department of Buddhist Studies, Dongguk University WISE Campus

This paper explores the characteristics and significance of Ven. Donggok Ilta’s
(1929-1999) teaching of prayer in the context of the discourse about the culture of
prayers for particular things in Korean Buddhism. In post-modern Korean society,
the religious culture related to petitionary prayers has been denied as part of the
pre-modern cultural heritage. Buddhism is not an exception to this trend. Petitionary
prayers have been criticized as a negative custom that needs to be overcome.
However, Ven. Ilta expressed a different position. This then leads to the questions
of how the mainstream discourse on this topic has developed, and what Ven. Ilta’s
position was. This paper examines how Ven. Ilta’s perspective on this issue was
embodied in reality and how it influenced the Korean Buddhist community. Section
IT examines the history of Buddhist discourse about petitionary prayers in Korean
Buddhism, focusing on the period of opening the port, the Buddhist purification
movement, and the academic arguments made in the journal of The Buddhist
Review in 2001. This discussion shows that the views of petitionary prayers in
Korean Buddhism have remained negative. Section III summarizes two reasons
why Ven. Ilta took a positive attitude toward petitionary prayers in Korean
Buddhism. The first reason is his background—namely, that 41 of his relatives,
including all his close family—became bhikkhus or bhikkhunis. The second reason

is his sympathetic understanding of Koreans' religious psychology. Section IV
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examines Ven. Ilta’s teaching of prayer and analyzes its characteristics and

influences in the Korean Buddhist community.

Keywords
Ven. Donggok Ilta(g# HBE, 1929-1999), petitionary prayers, Ven. Toeong Seongcheol GE45
A, 1912-1993), religious psychology, How to pray to Buddhas
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