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No-Mind as a Critique of the Proposition
that Function is Identical to Buddha-Nature

Ma, Hae—ryoon
Graduate School of Korea University
Department of Philosophy Ph.D course(AB.D.)

The history of Chinese Chan buddhism, particularly after the
establishment of the Southern Chan tradition, tends to focus on
“function” rather than “nature”. The proposition that “function
is identical with buddha-nature” (fEAIEME) views function as
an operation of buddha-nature without specifically postulating
a substantialized nature. In this paper, I will argue that this
proposition itself is a historically constructed notion rather than a
given thesis, often attributed to the early Hongzhou School (¥l
5% of Mazu (%#H). My contention is that “no-mind” (%) has been
strategically foregrounded in order to confront the predicament
resulting from the thesis that “this mind is the buddha” (gL
f#5), whose ultimate goal is to substantialize subjective cognition.
In other words, “no-mind,” the emblematic concept of the Ox-
head school (I'857%), is contextually called for to refute the very

assumption of absolute cognition immanent in such a function-



centered approach.

An illustrative instance that reexamines the concept of no-
mind as an alternative and critique to function can be found in
the Nanyang Huizhong guoshi yu (FABELEA), despite its
possibility of additional revision in later generations. This critical
assessment against the theory that “function is identical with
buddha-nature™ has been analytically succeeded by Huangboxiyun
(FEERE), Lingi G&7%)’s precursor. In the Chuanxinfayao (#10,75%),
Huangboxiyun not only reinterpreted the theory of “this mind”
by drawing on “no-mind”as a critical tool against cognition, but
also redefined buddha-nature as separate from function. In the
Tiansheng Guangdeng lu (REERERESR), the official record of the
lamp transmission of the Linji sect, Huangboxiyun‘s view comes
to be reevaluated and acknowledged. As a conclusion, this paper
contends that this belated acknowledgement of Huangboxiyun’s
position attests to the fact that it is during the Song Dynasty when
the notion of function was reexamined. Therefore, it can be said
that contemporary perception on the proposition that function is
identical with buddha-nature should be traced back not to the Tang

Dynasty, but to the early Song period.
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