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H3}H(the Lotus sutra), 2F 2K (Bhaiajya-raja), 4~413-%K(The burning oneself
to death for Buddha), A<?lto kill a person), 3(the radiant sun), 313}
(penance), Z|-&(the buddhist commandments), - (asking for dharma), /3744
(symbolic meanings), A& (respect of all life)
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The Problems and Symbolic Meanings of the
Burning Oneself to Death for Buddha ({5
in the Lotus Sutra

Cha, Cha-Seok

So far, we have seen several problems, symbolic meanings and
the origin and development of thought on the burning oneself to
death for Buddha(¥:5{it#) in Lotus sutra.

The burning oneself to death for Buddha has been praised by
many buddhist because of its religious solemn and penance, and up
to recently there were several practitioners who burned oneself to
death for Buddha.

But it is more important to give attention to symbolic meanings
than to the burning oneself to death for Buddha itself. Because the
burning oneself to death for Buddha has a problem that violates the
buddhist commandments directly and the Lotus sutra also shows in
many sides that the real meaning of the burning oneself to death
for Buddha is the message to be the man like a lamp who saves
mankind and the world through the burning oneself.

For leading above conclusion, we examined the burning oneself
to death for Buddha in three grades.

The first, in the ground of the buddhist commandments, the
burning body or arms or fingers is the violation which Monk Yi

jing(#%)in Tang dynasty, China pointed out as a problem. But
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many buddhist who have practiced the doctrine of the Lotus sutra
have praised to carry out the burning oneself to death for Buddha

the second, what is the symbolic meanings of the burning
oneself to death for Buddha? the conclusion is that the symbolic
meanings of the burning oneself to death for Buddha are to show
that the spirit of the Lotus sutra is to try to be a man burning
oneself for saving world as like a lamp burns oneself for sheding
light on the world, which is a duty of the Buddhist.

The third, we examined the origin and development of the
burning oneself to death for Buddha in the view of thought.
Because we thought it was necessary for understanding the
symbolic meanings of the burning oneself to death for Buddha in
more detail

In conclusion, we realized that, in the burning oneself to death
for Buddha, there were many thoughts as like the asceticism of
Jainism, Zoroastrianism or Iranian sun god thought, and the
meditation on unclean things in buddhism.

The model of the boddhisattva that gave oneself pains for the
dharma was revealed by fusing many thoughts above and the
legends on birth of Buddha, along which The burning oneself to

death for Buddha was revealed at last in the Lotus sutra.



