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The Philosophical Features of the Four
Siddhanta Explained by Tiantai

—especially in the Propound Meaning on the Lotus Sutra

Cha, Cha—seuk

Dongbang Graduate University

We can understand the system and the philosophical
features of the four siddhanta (PUZ&AE) explained by Tiantai
(X%) in the propound meaning on the Lotus sutra FEFEX
Fy as below.

First, Tiantai explains the four siddhanta using the notion
of T'#. This means that Tiantai understood and explained
the four siddhanta as the Buddha's teaching method,
which is different from the notion of four siddhanta in the
Mahaprajfiaparamitasastra.

Second, the key—point of four siddhanta understood by
Tiantai is the relationship between the Buddha and human
beings. So, he emphasizes the differences of human beings
like their fundamental abilities, personality, and wants, and
he understood the four siddhanta as the method to embody

compassion in the relation of the divine response .
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Third, Tiantai holds the complete combination ([E#k)
and the need of the unity between the learning of Buddhist
doctrines and the meditation practice (ZELFE{E) using the
idea of the four siddhanta. This shows that Tiantai holds the
unity between the learning tradition in the south part of China
and the zen tradition in the north part of China at that time.

Fourth, Tiantai applies the logic of A HE A gl and the four
terms of differentiation (PH94J%3 %), when he analyzes the
notion of the four siddhanta.

However, his logic system of the four terms of
differentiation shows the different features of the dialectical
logic of the Sanlun logicians in Tiantai’s former times on the
point that the notion of the four terms of differentiation by

Tiantai 1s very independent and subjective.
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The Four teachings of Tiantai(P9%4),
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