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A Study on “The Four Kinds of
Arahant’s Wisdom’

Kang, Dae—hyun
Researcher Institute for Esoteric Buddhism
Uiduk University

The word arahant is used to refer to enlightened people. The first
arahant in Buddhism is the Buddha, Seokjon [f#2, Sakyamuni].
In other words, the Buddha, Seokjon became a arahant through a
underwent deep meditative practice also, as human beings. If it
is possible to describe the Buddha’s understanding upon attaining
enlightenment, one may think of ‘the four kinds of arahant’s
wisdom [FEEZIUE] Namely, arahants are people who have
"extinguished the production of selfhood, completed the necessary
practices of purity, done what was necessary to be done to realize
enlightenment, and that there will be no further rebirths! The four
verses of this passage [gatha] first appeared in a question and
answer of the Buddha to other disciples who had reached the level
of arahant.

These verses appear in nearly all of the Buddhist literature on



practice, but the bundle of verses is copied in the early Buddhist
canon without any definition of those concepts. These are then
mentioned in the Mahayana Buddhist scriptures which refer to
them as ‘the four kinds of arahant’s wisdom:

A representative such work is Huiyuan of Jinyingsi Temple’s
(5623~592) Essay on the System of Mahayana [DEEE]. ‘The
four kinds of arahants wisdom’ in the Essay on the System of
Mahayana, is ‘divided into three contexts [=F97350]. The first is to
identify the wisdom based on Four Noble Truths [UZ5#]. Second,
the wisdom’s essencelf4] and characteristics[ff] are determined.
Third, it is classified into ‘eradication wisdom [#]" and tognition
of non-arising [f#£%H1]

Here, ‘the four kinds of arahant’s wisdom’ refers to
‘understanding that one has been born is the realization of the
truth of suffering [#¢4:E5%]; ‘the understanding that the arahant has
completed the necessary practices of purity is the realization of
the truth that suffering is at an end [®7E1z]} ‘the understanding
that task of the arahant have been well performed, which is the
realization of the truth leading to enlightenment [FTfEF2H## ‘the
understanding of the arahant that there will be no further rebirths,
which is the realization of the truth of the causes of suffering [£%2
%A

It is also said that these four is the same as the cognitions of

the Four Noble Truths. The Essay on the System of Mahayana
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cites portions from Vibhasa’s §astra [BEEV#wE], Srimaladevi-
simhanada-sutra [WEX] and Nirvana Satra ['R584] assign Four
Noble Truths to ‘the four kinds of arahant’s wisdom. Although the
exact mapping of the Four Noble Truths to the ‘the four kinds of
arahant’s wisdom’ differ among these scriptures, it is undeniable
that the attainment of ‘the four kinds of arahant’s wisdom’ is in fact
the attainment of the Four Noble Truths. Therefore, the different
mappings of every verse in each text should be understood within
the larger framework of the Four Noble Truths.

Therefore, if the fundamental doctrines of the Buddha is the
spirit of Buddhism and more important than any other doctrine,
then ‘the four kinds of arahant’s wisdom’ is equal in importance.
Therefore, this calls for a re-illumination of the previously
neglected ‘four kinds of arahant’s wisdom’ and an understanding
of ‘the four kinds of arahant’s wisdom’ as a fundamental base for
practice, and further study is indicated.

Keywords

the four kinds of arahant’s wisdom, the Four Noble Truths,
Four Wisdoms in £ssay on the System of Mahayana, ‘destroyed is rebirth’,
‘lived is a chaste life’, ‘(of a student) done is what had to be done’,

‘after this present life there is no beyon’

# EDYUXF 2013.8.1 | AAIXF 2013.8.29 | AMERYUX} 2013.9.2



