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Abstract

A Critical Review on the Debates about
Selflessness and Rebirth

Lim, Seung-Taek
Anassociate Professor
Kyungpook National University

The debates about the problem of selflessness (anattan) and rebirth (samsara) have
contributed to the promotion of academic discourse in Korean Buddhist academia. 1
appreciate the enthusiasm and sincerity of those researchers who have participated in
these controversies. But I have doubts about the previous approaches to the solutions
which were premised on these debates. The teaching of selflessness aims at the state of
liberation (vinmtti). But the teaching of rebirth concentrates on revealing the progress of
suffering (dukkha). Therefore, these two teachings represent completely different
states. At this point, the attempts to resolve the contradiction between selflessness and
rebirth could not be possible and also could not be justified. I would like to clarify some
of Buddha’s teachings which often lead to these kinds of misunderstanding, and review
the issues falsely discussed during these debates. I have done this critical research based
on strict analysis of the Early Buddhist Scriptures. I think that the discussion of the

issues about selflessness and rebirth has to be restarted from ground zero.
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anattan, sarhsara, paticcasamuppada, paccaya, vimutti
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