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Introduction:

It is known very well that Mahaprajapati Gautami, the foster mother and
aunt of the Buddha, was the first bhiksuni of the Buddhist world. The first
bhiksuni sarhgha was established due to the Himalayan patience and religious
awakening of Mahaprajapat’, along with the women accompanying her, as
well as the intelligent advocacy and cooperation of venerable Ananda. The
thanks due to Ananda for his implementing the possibility of women
becoming nuns have inspired various rituals paying tribute to him. The
Buddhist nuns paying tribute to venerable Ananda in various forms in
gratimde began very early in Japan. This unique tradition still continues.
Perhaps the most prominent ritual is the Anansonja kaoshiki.

About Anansonja koshiki

Among these ceremonies, the most systematically organized is Anan
koshiki or Anansonja koshiki which came into existence in the 12th century
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as a result of the great effort by venerable Myoe (FE | A1173-1232 A
D.) , an eminent Buddhist monk of the Kamakura period. The name Anan
koshiki or Anansonja koshiki refers to the text of this ceremony as well as
the ceremony itself. The original text was composed by venerable MyGe, the
founder of Kozanji temple (B1LiSF) of Togano'o (HE) , Kyoto, but it no
longer exists. Presently there are only 3 manuscript copies available. All the
three are the hand-written copies dating from the Edo period (1603~1867).
One of those is in Kozanji temple. The second one is in the National Diet
Library (BISZBIErSZE4%) at Tokyo and the third one is in Shorin-in temple

(##B7) at Ohara, Kyoto.D

Almost 600 years after the formation of the original Anansonja koshiki by
venerable MyGe, the Buddhist nun Kankoni (#)tJE) achieved a remarkable
thing. On the 1st day of the ninth month, 1827 CCE+HE /LA —H) , she
borrowed the original Anansonja koshiki from venerable Eyi (EK) , the
then Abbot of Kozanji temple, to prepare a wood block print of it which was
completed in the seventh month of 1829 CZE(+_"4-tH) 2 Thus, a
printed version of Anansonja koshiki was made, which is still widely used.?

A Ritual for the Buddhist Nuns

* This paper is a part of the result of the research supported by postdoctoral fellowship
of Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) and Grant-In-Aid for Scientific
Research of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan
(MEXT)

1) These two versions use the term Anan koshiki, where as the Kozanji version uses
Anansonja koshiki.

2) Sotoshdl nisoshi, p. 274.

3) See photo-1.
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On the cover page of the manuscript of Anansonja koshiki preserved at
Kozanji temple the following sentence appears:

FOILRSBLLE | ABBA

It means, venerable MyGe compiled the Anansonja koshiki for the
Buddhist nuns on their behalf. The other two manuscripts of Anan koshikiS)
mention* S FEFEEEC2 ') which means that it was written for the Buddhist
nuns of Sai-in temple (FFZ) . From these statements and from the
prevailing practice as well, it is evident that Anansonja koshiki is a ritual
exclusively for the Buddhist nuns.

Venerable Myse, the writer of the Anansonja koshiki, was an eminent
Buddhist monk of the Kamakura period. He was a great scholar of the
Kegon sect (FEET) as well as the Tantric sect of Buddhism.(#%0). He
always laid stress on Buddhist practice and tried his best to follow the
tradition and discipline prevailing during the time of the Buddha himself in
the 6th century B. C. He observed the vinaya precepts very strictly. He was
in close association with Zen master Fisai?) (47Hi#HT) , the teacher of Zen
master Dogen GEJTi#ET) . He was even certified by Fisai as having gained
enlightenment (E['A]). In this way, he was related to Soto Zen through FEisai.
He got some tea seeds from Eisai, which he brought from China, and started
the planting of tea. It is said that this marks the beginning of tea planting in

4) Misshtigakuho, p. 26.

5) The National Diet Library version and the Shorin-in temple version.
6) Nomura, 2002, p. 396.

7) He is called as Yozai according to the Zen tradition.
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Japan.

During the Kamakura period, in the Rebellion of Jokyn (FAADEL) of
1221 (&A 34F) , many women from the warrior class lost their husbands
and children and became destitute. Some of these women took refuge with
venerable MyGe and became Buddhist nuns. One of them was the nun
Kaikoni (BE/E). She was the widow of Gonchiinagon®) Nakamikado
Muneyuki  (BEHHNS HFHHIPI524T) , a member of the aristocracy as well as
a leading person of the above revolt. He was sentenced to death in 1221. For
the repose of her husband’s soul, Kaikoni built a Buddhist nunnery called
ZenmyoGji(ZE#)<F) near Kozanji temple. Buddhist nuns, who were the
disciples of venerable Myde, lived and practised the Dharma here It is
believed that Anansonja koshiki was formed for these Buddhist nuns of
Zenmy0Gji temple. Also it is believed that the statement written on the cover
page of the manuscript of the Anansonja koshiki preserved at Kozanji temple,
mentioned above, indicates the Buddhist nuns of ZenmyGji temple. In
Kozanji engi (55|LiSF#4&#E History of Kozan temple) it is recorded that on
the 21st day of the fourth month, 1224 , venerable MyGe enshrined the
portraits of 16 arahats!®) and venerable Ananda in Zenmyoji temple and he
himself performed the consecrating ceremony.!D It is believed that the

8) An official rank.

9) KamakurakyTibukkyo, p. 116.

10) Popularly known as jliroku-rakan in Japan. It refers to the sixteen great disciples of
Sakyamuni Buddha who vowed to remain in this world in order to protect the
doctrines of the Buddha. They are : Pindolabharadvaja, Kanakavatsa,
Kanakabharadvaja, Subinda, Nakula, Bhadra, Kalika, Vajraputra, Jivaka, Panthaka,
Rahula, Nagasena, Anigaja, Vanavasin, Ajita, Clidapanthaka.

1) BE=ZFBNUAN—H. EATSRESR. WMREE. RBE SERLFA
2. [@HEIRAGE - : Kozanfiengi, p. 657.
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chanting of the Buddhist nuns of Zenmydji chanted in front of the portrait of
venerable Ananda enshrined came to be known as Anansonja koshiki.

As mentioned earlier, the manuscripts of the National Diet Library and the
Shorin-in temple state that the Anansonja koshiki was written for the
Buddhist nuns of Sai-in temple. Here, it does not mention that it was written
by venerable MyGe. But from the close relationship of MyGe and Zenmyoji
temple, Matsumoto Gimy0 thinks that it was originally created for the nuns
of Zenmydii.12)

According to the K6zanji version of the Anansonja koshiki, 8th day of the
second month and the 4th day of the eighth month has been accepted as the
death anniversary day of venerable Ananda. But according to the other two
versions, it is the 8th day of the second month and the eighth month.

Contents of Anansonja koshiki

The rituals of Anansonja koshiki have been divided mainly into three
steps: the introductory statement (FH3L) , the main statement (A30) and
the prayer for the well being of all ([E][M37) . The main statement again has
been divided into three steps i.e. gratitude for venerable Ananda, praising
venerable Ananda’s virtues and praising the Buddha. In the first step of the
main statement, it is mentioned that if Ananda had not been there, nuns
would not have appeared in this world. As venerable Ananda pleaded for
women to be allowed to be nuns, Buddhist nuns should always show their
gratitude for him. Particularly, on the 8th day of the second month and the
eighth month the nuns must observe the 8 precepts. Then in the second step,

12) Matsumoto, 2003, p. 10.
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the nuns praise venerable Ananda’s virtues from four aspects. A summary of
those is given below:

1. Praising the body marks of venerable Ananda GEFT#ES4H) : His
appearance, form, behaviour- everything was so charming and polished that
there was nobody who was not pleased to behold him. All the people of the
country rejoiced at his birth. Hence, his name was Ananda. He was the
cousin of the Buddha. He resembled the Buddha so much that, during the
First Buddhist Council he was thought to be the Sakyamuni Buddha bom
again or that he himself became the Buddha. That is why when he started
saying ‘thus have I heard’ everybody was surprised. People were very happy
just to see his every gesture. During the First Buddhist Council, venerable
Mahakassapa and the entire Buddhist samgha chanted the following verse
praising Ananda, ‘Your face is like the flawless full moon. Your eyes are
like pure lotus flowers.” The water of the vast ocean of the Buddha’s
doctrine flows into the heart of Ananda.

2. Praising the virtues of venerable Ananda as the attendant of the Buddha

AR

Here, venerable Ananda is praised as a faithful servant of the Buddha. He
was born on 8th day of the fourth month, the day of Enlightenment of the
Buddha. He served the Buddha like a shadow sincerely for 25 years in all
circumstances and he was never disliked by the Buddha. When Ajatagatru
wanted to kill the Buddha by means of a mad elephant, Ananda was with
him. During the Mahaparinirvana, the Buddha spent his last moment holding
the hands of Ananda.

3. Praising the virtues of venerable Ananda as the great listener of the
Buddha’s teachings (EfU#% BHifE)
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When serving the Buddha for a long period of 25 years, whatever
venerable Ananda heard from the Buddha, he remembered completely
without forgetting a single word. When Mahakassapa compiled the Tripitaka,
he recited the doctrines of the Buddha not missing even any minor thing.

4, Praising the virtues of Ananda as the relinquisher of his own body &
B

Ananda left the country of Magadha and proceeded to Vaidali [wishing his
parinirvana to take place there]. When he was crossing the river Ganges by
a boat, king Ajatadatr of Magadha yearned for the virtues of Ananda and
went after him to keep him back. [On the other bank of the river], the king
of Vai§ali was waiting anxiously to welcome Ananda [to his country].
Eventually, the armies of both the kings appeared on both the banks of the
river to gain Ananda in their country. At that time Ananda intentionally
entered into the Fafunjin sanmai(JEVEA=k13) in the middle of the river to
save people from an unwanted war. As a result of that Samadhi, his body
was burnt and turned to ashes. Then, he divided his relics into 4 parts and
gave one each to lord Indra, the dragon king called Nagardja Sagara, king
Ajatadatr and king of Vai§ali. Thus, four stiipas were erected at four
different places and worshipped.14)

Thus, in this fourth stage, Ananda is praised for his great sacrifice.

In the third step the nuns praise the deep compassion of the Buddha. Great
as Ananda’s earnest appeal to the Buddha for the women is, really a great

13) It is a kind of Samadhi that disperses the parts of the body by causing strong wind.

14) It is based on the description of the Anansonja koshiki. The travel accounts of
Fi-hien (see Hokkenden (Taisho shinshii daizokyo, vol. 51, p. 862.) and the Pali
sources (see Dhammapadatthakatha, Vol. 2, p. 99-100) mention about it too but with
different variations.
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contribution, but finally it is the Buddha’s deep compassion for the
womenfolk allowing them to renounce household life and become bhiksunis,
that made it possible for the bhiksuni sarhgha to come into existence.
Then it is concluded with prayers for the well being of all ([E[[f]30)

chanting the following verse from the Lotus Sfitra,

We beg that the merit gained through these gifts

may be spread far and wide to everyone,

so that we and other living beings

all together may attain the Buddha way.l)

A diagrammatical representation has been given below for a better
understanding of the contents:

Anan keka:

Anan keka is another ritual in gratitude to venerable Ananda. As
mentioned above, according to one of the manuscripts, Anansonja koshiki
was written for the Buddhist nuns of Sai-in temple. The formal name of
Sai-in temple is Junwa-in (EFIPE) . Originally it was located along
Nishioji Street. But, unfortunately, it no longer exists. Princess Masako (IF
TA#HT) , the consort of emperor Junwa (FFIKES23- 833 A. D) ,
became a Buddhist nun in 860 (H #1245 H) taking the religious name
Ryoso( i) and entered the Sai-in temple after the death of the Emperor. It
is recorded in the Sanboekotoba (=5#g#H Illustrated Tales of Three Jewel
s) , a text dating to the mid Heian era (11th century A. D.), that Ananda

15) Watson, 1993, p. 130. (EELAMTHE L Rp—Y) FHEHRE EHRAE
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Anan koshikl
Introductary Main Prayer for the well
Statement Statement being of all
Cratitude for Praising ~ Venerable Praiving the
Venerable Anmndn ARanda’s virtues Buddha

Fraising  his
body marks

Praising him as the
attendant of the

Buddha

Fraising him as the
great listener of the

Buddha's teachingy

Fraiving him  as
the relinquisher of

hiy owm body

was one of the important figures of worship at Sai-in temple and a religious
ritual called Anan keka (WEEMFEE confession [before] Ananda) was
performed twice a year on the 8th day of the second and the eighth mont

h.16) On these days the nuns used to observe the 8 precepts!?) and perform
rituals all day long making Ananda as the main focus of their worship.

16) Sanpoekotoba, pp. 176~179.

17) astanga-samanvagatopavasa (J\ZE) : The precepts of purity: 1. Not to take life, 2.
Not to steal, 3. To refrain from all sexual activity, 4. Not to deceive, 5. Not to
drink anything intoxicating, 6. To keep away from perfume, dancing, and the theater,
7. Not to sit or sleep in an adomed chair, 8. Not to eat after the noon hour.
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Tribute to venerable Ananda at different places:

Apart from the above two rituals, various other forms of paying tribute to
venerable Ananda can be found in Japan. Some of those are described below:

1. The above-mentioned Zenmy®Gji, which was originally near Ko6zanji of
Togano’o, no longer exists except as a place name marked by a stipa. Most
probably the buildings stood until the later part of Tokugawa period
(1603~1867). It is believed that the nuns of ZenmyGji built a stfipa to
Ananda to remember and worship venerable Ananda and venerable Myoe.
This is all that remains today to tell the story of Zenmygji. It is a hokyGin
to (BEERENES; Skt. karanda-mudra-stiipa) . The words “ built on the 8th day
of the 8th month of the second year of Bun’ei (1265)” CUk_HF/AH/H
#.2) have been engraved on the back side of the stiipa. Now it is one of
the important cultural properties of Japan.

2. Kankoni, was the 5th abbess of Mishodo temple @¥ZEH)  of
Tokoname city (#¥8TH) as well as the 10th abbess of the Yorin’an temple

(EHKFE) of Kyoto. She was bom in 1785 CREAFLA) and became a nun
at the age of 8 ordained by venerable Dokushdshi of Jizoin temple (Higifz
TEMRAT) . She left this world on the 1st day of the eleventh month, 1868

BRETTHE+—H—H) at the age of 84.13) During the reconstruction of
Mishodo temple, she enshrined venerable Ananda as the principal figure of
worship there instead of Lord Buddha which is the only example of its kin
d.19) In 1829 she had a hanging scroll painting of venerable Ananda prepared
which is kept presently at Jakkoin (BOtBi) , a Buddhist nuns’ temple in

18) Sotoshtnisoshi, pp. 273~280.
19) ibid, p. 276.
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Kyoto. Thus, she left behind a legacy and tradition for the nuns of Japan to
praise and worship venerable Ananda for his contribution to establish the
bhiksuni sarhgha.

3. The Annual Events of Hokkeji, the temple of annihilating sins (ZE&ERF
IR ZFEPITE) |, revised in the seventh month, 1322 GCE_47H)
by nun Yase (Biffi) is an official document of Hokkeji Imperial Buddhist
convent in Nara Prefecture. From this record it is evident that ‘Anansonja
koshiki’ was performed at Hokkeji twice a year, i.e. on the 8th day of the
second and the eighth month. Also it is clear that it was one of their annual
events during the late Kamakura period (1288~1333).

4. Yorin’an, a Buddhist nunnery in Kyoto, was restored by Kankoni where
she was the 10th Abbess. Earlier it was a Rinzai Zen temple but now it
belongs to the SGt0 Zen sect. It had been treated as an imperial Buddhist
nunnery till 1884 (Meiji 17). Here, there is a statue of Ananda which has
been worshipped since the time of Abbess Kankoni20) But at present no
ritual is performed except for daily worship.

5. Enshoji  (FIMESFEM9BF) is an imperial Buddhist convent for nuns of
the Rinzai Zen sect situated in Nara. It was established in the 17th century.
Here, there is a stiipa of venerable Ananda in front of the main altar that is
worshipped at the New Years with an offering of kagami mochi2!) and
chanting of Daihiju Darani (CKkZEWFE#EE) . In addition to it, the stiipa of
Ananda is worshipped on the 7th day of every month offering the Rydgonju
Darani (BEEWIFERETE) 22

20) See photo2.a, 2.b, 2.c.
21) Japanese round shaped rice cake offered to a deity. It is made from glutinous rice
that has been steamed and then pounded.
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6. Chofukuji (Ejig=F) is also a Buddhist nuns’ temple located in
Nishikyogoku area of Kyoto. It belongs to the Shingon sect of Buddhism and
was established in the 18th century by the effort of Kyoreimon’in G/l
F5£1743~1795) , consort of Emperor Gomomozono. It is not open to the
public. Here, too, there is a stiipa of venerable Ananda in the precincts of
this temple. The Abbesses of this temple used to offer their hair when they
were ordained?3).

7. Aichi senmon nisodo (EAIEFI/E(E%) , a training monastery for the
nuns of Sot0 Zen sect at Nagoya, used to perform Anansonja koshiki about
fifty years ago. But these days it mainly performs a ritual called Anan tange

(FT#EEKTE) , or praising Ananda with deep admiration on the night of the
7th day of every month. Then on the 8th day morning, the nuns of this
nunnery offer boiled rice to Ananda and observe it as his death day.
Although the ritual is a little different from Anansonja koshiki, the purpose
ie. tribute to venerable Ananda, is the same. Anan tange is like a
summarized version of ‘praising venerable Ananda’s virtues’ part of the
Anansonja koshiki mentioned above and has been placed in the last part of
the Anansonja koshiki that is used to day. It is a later addition to Kankdoni’s
wood block printed version. The nuns of this training center also observe
Anansonja koshiki, but only occasionally. Mahaprajapati, the foster mother of
the Buddha as well as the fist Bhiksuni, is also worshipped here with
Ananda. During the observation of Anansonja koshiki, the hanging scroll of
Ananda is brought from Jakkoin (B0ER%) and placed in front of the image
of Sakyamuni, the principal deity here. When the ritual is finished, the scroll

22) Bunchi j6o, p. 234. See photo - 3.
23) It is based on oral information from the temple.
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of Ananda is returned to Jakkin again. It is the same hanging scroll painting
of Ananda that Kankoni made with the wood block printed text of the
Anansonja kaoshiki.

Origin:

Unfortunately I am still lacking concrete information about the origin of
Anansonja kaoshiki. However, the following literary evidences throw some
light on it.

The Daihoben butsu hoongyo CKAHEAERERE. Ch. Da-fang-bian-fo-bao-
enjing) , an old Buddhist text of the later Han period (25220 A. D.29) ,
gives a detailed description of worshipping Ananda by the Bhiksunis. Here,
Mahaprajapati says to her fellow Bhiksunis, ‘We should pay respect to the
great teacher Ananda. If a Bhiksuni wants to get salvation, she should wear
a clean robe, observe the 8 precepts, and pray [to Ananda] all day long on
the 8th day of the second and eighth month. Ananda’s great power will
fulfill the desire’.25)

Although a Sanskrit origin of this text is not yet known, still the
possibility of a Sanskrit origin can not be denied as the date it was written
is too early for the Chinese to have created a Buddhist text of its own. And
thus, an Indian origin may be guessed. It is also quite probable that venerable
MyGe was highly influenced by this text.

24) Bussho kaisetsu daijiten, Vol. 7, p. 488.a.

25) Daihoben butsu hoongyo, p. 154.b.
EFEL B EAEARN. FARACRRETERR. HAR_HABEAAR
H, F9EK, BOSR/REE, ER0SRNEAME, PIEEILIRBM S, hEE
FEEANEEES, )
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The following statement of Mahaprajapati just before her death is found in
the Pali canonical texts. During her last visit to the Buddha and his disciples,
she said to Ananda:

“Through you, my son, I reached quenching as my refuge. You requested our
father and obtained permission for us to go forth. Do not loose your mind, my son.
Your effort has borne fruit”.26)

It is, perhaps, the oldest record available of Indian origin on paying tribute
to venerable Ananda.

Fa Xian2?) ( 337423 A.D. ) records that at Mathura the Bhiksunis made
frequent offerings to the stfipa of Ananda, because it was he who requested
the Buddha to allow the women to renounce the household life and become
bhiksunis.28) Xuan Zang?9 (602-664 A.D.) visited India about 230 years
after the visit of Fa Xian. He too records that the bhiksunis used to worship
venerable Ananda at Mathura30) It can not be said with certainty if any

26) The Commentary on the Verses of the Theris, p. 190, verse no. 67~68.
na yuttarh sociturh putta hasakale upatthite
taya me saranarh putta nibbanarh tam upagatarh. 67
taya tata samajjhittho; pabbajjarh anujani no
ma putta vimano hohi saphalo te parissamo. 68 (Therigatha-atthakatha, p. 144;
Theri-Apadana, p. 534, verse no. 64~65)

27) A Chinese Buddhist priest and pilgrimage who traveled to India. He has translated
many Buddhist scriptures.

28) BIZJUSRRE - EE S UCRPTENE. DIFEEHI SRR AR Kosohokkenden,
p. 859.

29) A Chinese Buddhist priest and pilgrimage who traveled to India. He is a great
translator of Buddhist scriptures.

30) FRAFEE- FEMATSREEEE BB SRR - DU EERE - 38 A BRI Daitosaiikiki,
Vol. 4, p. 890.
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ceremony like Anansonja koshiki was performed in India too when Fa Xian
and Xuan Zang visited India. But it is clear from these records that worship
of venerable Ananda was in practice.

In other Buddhist countries like Taiwan, China and Korea etc. there is no
evidence of examples of paying tribute to venerable Ananda.31) The question,
whether Anansonja koshiki is an original ritual of Japan or whether it owes
its origin to any other country, requires further study.

Conclusion:

The popularity and influence of venerable MyGe make it highly probable
that Anansonja koshiki maintained its continuity during his life time. There is
a gap of almost 90 years between his death (1232) and the revised edition of
the Annual Events of Hokkeji done by nun Yise in 1322. This probably
means that Anansonja koshiki was already established as an annual event by
this time and must have been in practice for a good number of years at
Hokkeji. Considering that a well-established practice does not disappear all of
a sudden, but must have some reason to go out of practice one would expect
to find documentary evidence. No record has yet been found to support either
the cessation or the continuation of Anansonja koshiki. Hence, it may be
assumed that it was in continuation since the time of venerable Myoce till the
late 14th century.

Although there is no documentary evidence available, it could be possible
that Anansonja koshiki went out of existence completely during the

31) Based on an oral discussion with the Buddhist nuns of these countries.
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Suppression of Buddhism (BE{AE%%®) at the beginning of the Meiji era
(1868). Buddhism suffered a lot at the hands of this boycott movement when
Shintoism and Buddhism were separated. The second reason may be the
decreasing status and decreasing number of Buddhist nuns in Japan. The
observation of the ceremony might have ceased with the decreasing number
of nunneries. Unfortunately, information on Buddhist nuns is not sufficient in
almost all the eras in Japan. So, all that we can do is to guess from the
scantly available materials and establish an acceptable conclusion.

Anansonja koshiki is not practiced widely and regularly in Japan today.
But today it is drawing the attention of the Buddhist community. Aichi
senmon nisodo has produced a video recording of Anansonja koshiki and a
book containing the text of the Anansonja koshiki with a short introduction
to the ceremony and the story of Ananda, on its 100th commemoration. The
book states very clearly that it has been made with the purpose to preserve
this great tradition.32) At the end of the book, it is wished that anansonja
koshiki should be practised irrespective of the boundary line of any sect or
country. In spite of its narrow exposition, it must not be underestimated, as
it used to be a unique ceremony performed by Buddhist nuns only and a
tribute to venerable Ananda for his contribution to the formation of the
bhiksur1 samgha.

Although there is no restriction upon the nuns to continue this tradition on
a regular basis, still it is not observed regularly. There could be three main
reasons behind it. One is the long duration. It takes more than two hours to
perform it. The second reason could be the shortage of nuns. Anan koshiki
requires at least 12 well-experienced nuns to carry out the ritual by playing

32) Aoyama, 2003, p. 11
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different roles as shikishi (FUHTB3), baisi (PHET34), sangeshi (EREEAT39),
bonnon (#E) 36) etc. But due to various reasons the number of Buddhist
nuns is decreasing day by day in Japan. In most of the Buddhist nunneries
only one elderly nun remains. Some Buddhist nunneries are facing the
problem of a successor. In such a situation it is very difficult to carry on
Anansonja koshiki formally. The third reason could be the poor financial
status of most of the nunneries. To undertake such a grand ritual, a
considerable amount of money is necessary, which is not an easy task to bear
every year.

Almost one thousand five hundred years after the formation of the first
bhiksuni samgha, Anansonja koshiki was started in Japan. Then it lost its
identity in the darkness of history for a long period. And now it is worthy
to note that a few but strong voices are raised for its revival. Although
Anansonja koshiki is not observed in its stricter sense, tribute to venerable
Ananda has been always paid in different names and different forms i.e.
Anan geka, Anan koshiki, Anan tange, and others. As long as evidence
regarding this ceremony in China, Korea, Taiwan etc. does not come to light,
the credit goes to venerable MyGe for its creation and to the Buddhist nuns’
community of Japan for keeping alive such a wonderful heritage of the
Buddhism of ancient India.

33) The leading nun in the ceremony.

34) The nun in charge of reciting the verses.

35) The nun in charge of strewing flowers before the Buddha.
36) The nun in charge of playing cymbals etc.
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