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o2 *J(Tathagata-garbha), A 71E(Ru-lai-zang-yuan-gi-zong), &7
(buddhata), ¥ZH(Complete enlightenment), HZ+7H(Complete Enlightenment
Stitra), % (Tsung-mi), F4J 224 E(All beings in itself are Buddha)
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The Chinese Way of Reception and Development
of the Tathagata-garbha Theory

Cho, Yoon-Ho(Chonnam Univ.)

This study aims to make the new way for understanding
Chinese Buddhism by examining the Chinese Way of Reception and
Development of the Tathagata-garbha Theory. As a result of this
study, it could be confirmed like the following. The
Tathagata-garbha Theory which was transmitted through a Chinese
translation, in the early 5th century, of the books of the
Tathagata-garbha caused a great sensation on Chinese Buddhism
inside. At the same time, afterwards Chinese Buddhism was
developed taking the Tathagata-garbha Theory as an axis. T'ien-t'ai
School, Hua-yen School, Ch’an School as well as Ti-lun School all
takes the Tathagata-garbha Theory as the core of their theory, and
the Tathagata-garbha Theory finally comes to be independent as the
‘Ru-lai-zang-yuan-qi-zong(UIASEMECT) .

Complete Enlightenment Sutra(BI%A#E) which was formed from
about in the late 7th century to in the early 8th century shows the
situation of the Tathagata-garbha Theory’s development, and
presents a more radical ideal of that ‘All beings in itself are
Buddha(FRAEARAEAM) . Especially this ideal is understood more

subjectively by Tsung-mi(7=%). It needs to discuss more deeply



how the Tathagata-garbha Theory is received in the tradition of
Chinese Hua-yen Theory and Ch’an Buddhism. Hua-yen Theory,
however, which is formed through interpretating Hua-yen Sttra(#fk
#) in the point of view of the Tathagata-garbha is succeeded to the
Complete Enlightenment Sttra interpretation of Tsung-mi, and he tries
to combine this with Ch’'an Buddhism. That is to say, the
Tathagata-garbha Theory interpretation of Tsung-mi which is
shown in the books for him annotating Complete Enlightenment Sttra
has the considerable meaning in that it succeeds to the tradition of
Hua-yen Theory, and furthermore combines this with Ch’an

Buddhism.



