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The relation between truth and word
in the Chinese Yogacara School

Baek, Jin—soon
Korean Buddhist Research Institute

The purpose of this treatise is to examine the relation
between truth and word in Chinese yogacara buddhism. In
the mind—only school, the problem of truth necessarily
connotes the limitation of the word and thinking, the function
of which is based on the word. Therefore, discussions of
the five characters(Zifl) of the Ultimate Truth(¥#=3) in
Samdhinirmocana—satra(BRER) are focused not on the
explanation of the nature of the truth beyond description,
but on showing yogi the true way of yoga to it. At first, by
thoroughly understanding the ultimate truth to be known in
spite of its being indescribable, Fa—hsiang(#%48) scholars try
to approach the thusness(E#) of what is, more than they
can arrange the various beings and truths, or repeat the
fundamental lack of the word and thinking. Accordingly, in the

argument of the five characters, they clearly designate the

(
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religious and philosophical basis of all theories about truth,
that 1s, the thusness beyond description(85BIN) is known to
samnts. In the next place, the meditation of the five characters
1s for yogi to free himself from violent fights, endless doubts
and spiritual conceits. Therefore, to make yogi get out of
those obstructions which they inevitably confront and to
approach the thusness beyond description, the scripture
teaches meditation on the tree characters: the character of
being beyond thinking, that of not being able to speak the
sameness and difference between the ultimate truth and all
dharmas, and that of a good flavor(—%) which 1s omnipresent

in all dharmas.
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the five characters of the Ultimate Truth(#s5R48), truth, word,
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