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Abstract

Dynamics and Current Reflections of Korean Buddhism
in the March 1st Movement

Kim, Sun seok
Senior Research Fellow
The Korean Studies Institute

The year 2019 marks the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the March 1st
(Sam-il) Independence Movement against the Japanese colonial rule. Religious
groups played an important role in the Movement which was led by the leaders of
the Chondoist, Christian and Buddhist communities in the preparation process.
Also the religious organizations were greatly used in spreading the movement from
the center to the provinces. The March 1st Movement of Buddhist community also
developed in this way.

One of the characteristics of the Buddhist March 1st Movement is that the
struggle took place even in prison. Manhae Han Yong-un composed Reasons for
Korean Independence" (Joseondongnip-eui-seo) as a response to the official
investigation into his engagement, at the Seodaemun Prison. The article explains in
logical detail why Joseon (now Korea) should be independent. Jo Ji-hoon, a
contemporary prominent poet, praised it as a great writing of the time.

On November 15, 1919, the 12 high-profile Buddhist monks in Shanghai
announced the Declaration of the Korean Monks Association. Existing studies have
interpreted the Declaration of the Korean Monks Association as a declaration of
struggle against Japan, a sign of gaining independence through bloody warfare
rather than seeking peace and practicing mercy. However, in reality, the declaration

aimed at world peace beyond the struggle through a bloody war against Japan for



independence.

Keywords
Buddhist March 1st Movement, Han Yong-un, Baek Yong-sung, Back Cho-wol, Jung-ang
Hak-rim, Reasons for Korean Independence (Joseondongnip-eui-seo), Declaration of the

Korean Monks Association
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