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A Study on the “Meaning of Buddha—nature”
in the Collection of Commentaries on the

Mahaparinirvapa Sitra

Ha, Eu—gene
HK Research Professor
Geumgang Univ. Center of Buddhist Studies

The idea of Buddha—nature played a very important role in
the historical development of early Chinese Buddhism. During
the early years of Sthecentury, the doctrinal interest of Chinese
Buddhism moved from the study of the notions of Prajfiaand
Madhyamaka to the study of those of nirvana and Buddha—
nature, subsequent development of the discussions on Buddha—
nature becoming involved accordingly into the theory of actual
practice in relation with the problem of how to become a
Buddha. Prior to the discussion on the method of particular
practice, however, there first developed a lively discussion on
the basis of becoming a Buddha, as the foundation of the theory
of becoming a Buddha. In the AMahaparinirvana Sitra, there arose
a causal interpretation on Buddha—nature as a way of discussing
the possibility of becoming a Buddha. From such a causal

interpretation on Buddha—nature, there developed the thought of

taking refuge in the Three Jewels within each of us. The above
discussion on Buddha—nature in early Chinese Buddhism directly
influenced the studies of the Three Treatises, the 7reatise on the
Ten Stages Sutra (the Dasabhiimikasitra—sastra), and the Huayan
Thoughts, constructing an important the oretical foundation for
the subsequent development and evolution of the thoughts of the

Tiantal and Chan Schools that emphasize actual practice.

Chinese Buddhism, Buddha—nature, Nirvana,

Buddha, Causal Interpretation
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