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“King Sejong’s Buddhist View and
Confucian Statecraft’

Kim, Jong—myung
The Academy of Korean Studies

The purpose of this paper is to examine the relationship
between King Sejong’'s (1418—50) Buddhist view and his
statecraft in Confucian Korea. To this end, the issues of King
Sejong and Buddhist texts, the king's view of Buddhism based
on these works, an evaluation of the king’s Buddhist view, and
the king's Buddhist view and his statecraft were analyzed.
This research led me to conclude that King Sejong’s Buddhist
view, which focused more on creating merit than on Buddhist
doctrine, had close relation with his politics in Confucian so—
ciety; and the king supported by his strong kingship promoted
his Buddhist activities, which were official in character, in
opposition to anti—Buddhist Confucian subjects. This research
hopes contribute to clarifying the nature of Korean Buddhism
in particular, and by extension, East Asian Buddhism in gen—

eral.
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