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A Study on the Establishment of the
‘Mantra Doctrine’

KANG, Dae—hyun
Researcher
Institute for Esoteric Buddhism, Uiduk University

The 'mantra doctrine’ refers to the true words spoken by the
Buddha: the teachings of the Buddha that are contained in all
mantras. [t refers to such things as the teaching of the letter HJ,
the true doctrine found in the mantra. This ‘mantra doctrine’ first
appeared in the Mahavairocana-siitra, but the doctrine had been
distributed as early as when the Mahayana Buddhist scriptures
were first written, as an understanding of the meanings of Siddha-
matrka.

The Prajiiaparamita-siitra and Avatamsaka-siitra are
representative of these early Mahayana scriptures; there appeared
the forty-two teachings of the letter dharani. The Nirvana-siitra
is a mid-term Mahayana scripture; there are the forty-nine (or
fifty) teachings on the letters. The forty-two teachings of the letter
dharant and the forty-nine (or fifty) teachings on the letters can be

said to be the root of the 'mantra doctrine’ in the Mahavairocana-
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sitra.

In other words, the former the forty-two teachings of the letter
dharant provided the doctrine in the Mahavairocana-siitra, while
the latter forty-nine (or fifty) teachings on the letters contributed
to its grammatical structure. In this way, the esoteric ‘mantra
doctrine’ was described in the so-called first esoteric scripture, the

Mahavairocana-siitra, through accepting and combining previous

scriptures.

Keywords

mantra doctrine, Mahavairocana-saira,
forty—two teachings of the letter dharanr,

forty—nine (or fifty) teachings on the letters, dharani
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