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6) SED, p.538, 551, 771.
7) PED, p.367.

8) Robert E. Buswell Jr. and Donald S. Lopez Jr. The Princeton Dictionary of Buddhism (Princeton
University Press, 2013), p.585.

9) dEad - AEad 39, lopugnt Aepgo)(3hs (A& 27184974, 2009), p.738.
10) Schmithausen Lambert. Alayavijiiana: on the origin and the early development of a central concept of
Yogacara philosophy 2vols(Tokyo: International Institute for Buddist Studies, 1987), p.201.
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11) YAMAZAKI M, OUSAKA Y, NORMAN K. R. and CONE M, compiled. Index to the Digha-Nikaya
(The Pali Text Society, Oxford, 1997), p.176.

12) MN.IV. index, p.79.

13) SN.VL index, p.54.

14) AN.VL index, p.61.
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16) DN. T, p.80.; MN. T, p.100. ; AN.V, p.92, 94, 97, 98, 103.
17) MNLIIL p.163. 5 SN. V, p.150, 278, 279. ; AN. I, p.102, 103.
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29) DN.IIL, p.213. 5 AN. I, p.256. ; ANIIL, p.375, 376. AN.IV, p.33.
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44) AN. T, p.82.; 2, oko) A Fopstutab zhok 14, p.255 FHAL.

45) Bodhi Bhikkhu. The Numerical Discourses of the Buddha: A Translation of the Anguttara
Nikaya(Boston: Wisdom Publication, 2012), p.1633.

46) A7/ #1(2002). T27]1 B0 A7) AV (A& Tkt A A E 3, 2002), p.63.

47) Analayo Bhikkhu. “NIMITTA”, Encyclopaedia of Buddhism, Vol.VI(Colombo: Government of Sri
Lanka, 2003), p.177.

48) WA, 9Fe] A 2712 39| 7] A, pp.66-71.

49) Zolu] mo|A| A-o]ZE o, (27} AuA| AE]0] 2 (AL EIA| A}, 2004), p.8o.
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Abstract

A Study of Nimitta in the Pali-Nikaya

Lee, Changgyu
Ph.D Candidate.
Seoul University of Buddhism

The present paper takes note of the toxicity of images today, and aims to propose
countermeasures to overcome contamination of images through an analysis of
nimitta as it appears in the Pali-Nikaya. From early on, the Buddha noted the
problems raised by the contamination of nimittas, and emphasized correct
understanding of the true nature of nimittas and mental development (bhavana) to
remove the contaminated nimittas. Recently mental development in regard to
nimittas is used as an instrument to develop concentration meditation (jhana) rather
than to arrive at a fundamental understanding of the true nature of nimittas. There is
also the worry that focusing solely on achieving concentration meditation without
correct knowledge could have the adverse effect of obstructing meditation.

Such discussions regarding nimittas suggest that there is a need for a systematic
study on the significance and role of nimittas as mentioned by the Buddha.
However, the research on nimittas in Korea is scarce, and most of the existing
studies deal only with the practice of concentration meditation. Thus this paper
seeks to arrive at a correct understanding of nimittas through an analysis of their
context in the Pali-Nikaya. To this end, we looked at the uses of the term “nimitta”
in the five Nikayas of the Pali-Nikaya, and examined the key meanings and
functions of nimitta in three aspects: nimitta as exterior image, nimitta as cause, and

nimitta as mental image. Moreover, we sought to systematize the various meanings



and roles of nimitta by considering its role as a hindrance (nivarana)—associated
with the arising and proliferation of nimittas—together with its role in mental

development.
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