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Abstract

Preliminary Research for the Status of Perception
in Zen Buddhism
- Implications of ‘Seeing Hearing Feeling Knowing’
and Vijiiana in Leng Yan Jing (Stirangama Sitra)

Ma, Hae-ryoon
Researcher
Ulsan University

Leng Yan Jing has been known as a invaluable sutra throughout the history of Zen
Buddhism, but its philosophical implications have not been clearly identified.
According to the sutra, mind is divided into three layers: vijiiana / ‘Seeing Hearing
Feeling Knowing’ / Illuminating Mind. The vijiiana refers to the consciousness
established by karma. It is the mind created by the object, which creates the subject at
a certain point in the sensory perception, and then manipulates and constructs the self
and the world. Since the vijfiana and ‘Seeing Hearing Feeling Knowing’ share its
territory, it is difficult to separate them. The ‘Seeing Hearing Feeling Knowing’
means six kinds of sensory organ independent of the function of the vijiiana. The
nature of the ‘Seeing Hearing Feeling Knowing’ does not change with its object, nor
is it reduced to a particular ‘locus.’ It is, however, not ‘Illuminating Mind.” This is not
entirely false, because it is the state that affliction(klesha) has not yet been completely
extinguished, and when affliction is exhausted, this is real and true as it is.
‘Illuminating Mind’ is not returned to any point and cannot be reduced. The discourse

on nature and function in Zen Buddhism can be further understood by studying the
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relationship of the mind on these three levels.

Keywords
Leng Yan Jing (Sirangama Siitra), ‘Seeing Hearing Feeling Knowing’, vijiiana, Nature of
Seeing, Buddha-Nature, [lluminating Mind, Perception
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