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Dao—shengG&4)'s Theory of
Sudden Enlightenmentagz)

Ha, Eugene
HK Research Professor at Geumgang University

The theory of sudden enlightenment(iH#&s) was first
proposed by Dao—shengG&4), who is also remembered for
asserting the doctrine of Buddha—nature(##%:#). Dao—sheng’
s theory represents a uniquely Chinese appropriation of
Buddhist enlightenment. It's sudden character derives from the
fact that the principle of truth® to which one is enlightened
is the single ultimate(—#®. Dao—sheng’s theory of sudden
enlightenment 1s based on the assumption that enlightenment
can only be realized in its entirety. The theory of sudden
enlightenment is well demonstrated by Xie, Ling—yun'sGE#)
defense of Dao—sheng’'s theory in his Bian—zong—lunGE=#),
written in the early decades of the fifth century. After that,
Dao—sheng’s introduction of sudden enlightenment gave rise
to discussions on enlightenment between the ideas of sudden

and gradual enlightenment. Moreover, Dao—sheng's theory of
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enlightenment deeply influenced early Chan Buddhism.
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